
City of Saco, Maine 
Legal Department Narrative 

Fiscal Year 2002 
 
 Per the City of Saco, Maine Code-§ 4-24. Legal Division. 
A. There shall be a City Solicitor who shall be appointed by the City 
Administrator and confirmed by the City Council. The City Solicitor shall serve at 
the will of both the Mayor and the City Council. The City Solicitor shall serve as 
chief legal advisor to the Mayor and the City Council, the City Administrator and 
all city departments, boards, agencies, committees and commissions. The City 
Solicitor shall represent the city in all legal proceedings and shall perform any 
other duties prescribed by ordinance and law. The City Council shall have the 
right to employ or retain special attorneys, if it deems it to be in the best interests 
of the city. 
B. Duties. The City Solicitor shall: 
(1) Draft all instruments which may be required of him/her by any ordinance 
or by the Mayor, City Council, City Administrator or any other city official and 
which, by law, custom or agreement, are to be drawn at the expense of the city. 
(2) Prosecute or defend, as the case may be, all suits in which the city may 
be a party in interest; and shall do all and every professional act incident to the 
office which may be required of him/her by the city government or by any joint or 
special committee thereof or any order or ordinance of the City Council. 
(3) Serve as chief legal advisor to the Mayor and the City Council, the City 
Administrator and all city department heads, boards, agencies, committees and 
commissions. 
(4) Render professional advice to the overseers of the poor or other officers of 
the city government who may require his/her opinion on any subject touching the 
duties of their respective offices. 
(5) Account for and pay over to the City Treasurer all moneys received by 
him/her for costs in any prosecution or defense wherein the city is or may be 
interested. 
(6) Perform such additional duties as may be presented by the City Council. 
Nothing herein shall preclude the City Council from hiring alternate counsel as it 
may choose. 
C. Compensation. He/she shall receive for his/her services such 
compensation as the City Council may determine. 
D. Annual report. The City Solicitor shall annually, before the close of the 
municipal year, make a report, in writing, to the City Council concerning the 
unfinished business in his/her Department. 
 
Expenditures: 
 The expenditures within this department are related to the following 
activity centers: 

ü Legal 
 



The following graphs depict the expenditure level of these activity centers 
over the last 6 years. 
 
 
 

City of Saco - Legal Expense Analysis
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Legal Department - 2002 Budget Analysis

100%

Operations & Maintenance

 
 

Legal Department 
Expenditure Analysis 

       
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
 Actual Actual Actual Actual Budget Budget 
Operations & Maintenance  $     41,673   $     64,858   $     78,977   $   134,534   $   202,500   $     92,500  
 
 
 
 




