STATE OF MAINE
COUNTY OF YORK

CITY OF SACO

I.
CALL TO ORDER – On Tuesday, November 12, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. a Council Meeting was held in the
City Hall Auditorium.
II.
RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS PRESENT – Mayor Marston Lovell recognized the members of the
Council and determined that the Councilors present constituted a quorum. Councilors present: Marshall Archer,
Roger Gay, William Doyle, Alan Minthorn, Lynn Copeland, Micah Smart and Nathan Johnston. City Administrator
Kevin Sutherland and City Clerk Michele Hughes were also present this evening.
III.
IV.

V.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PUBLIC COMMENT
➢ John Harkins, 4 Christoper Terrace – I would like to inquire about the progress of hiring a new City
Administrator and if the council has had an opportunity to meet the applicants to date? Mayor Lovell stated,
“no comment”. Mr. Harkins asked if the new candidates will meet the requirements of municipal executive
experience? Mayor Lovell stated that when there is an announcement you will now who it is and what their
experience is.
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE

City Administrator Kevin Sutherland provided the following updates:
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Councilor Copeland asked about the debris there and he has been given a written warning for 30 days and that was
months ago. What about follow up in that area? Mr. Sutherland stated that again, he was no going to respond to
everyone of the accusations that were made. He believes that Code Enforcement Officer Mr. Lambert has done
everything that he is responsible for doing. Councilor Copeland said his letter says he had 30 days and he didn’t
comply. Mr. Sutherland stated that from his conversation with the Code Enforcement Officer, he has complied with
our requirements under our code. Councilor Copeland noted that there is still trash there. I think that that deserves
a follow up. The other thing is what about the fact that he demolished all the buildings before he had site plan
approval? Mr. Sutherland stated he is legally allowed to take down the buildings and that starts a timeline where he
has to have some site plan review. A demolition permit is something he can go for, which he did. He got permission
to take the buildings down and he has every right to do that. You don’t have to do that to get site plan. The problem
is now there is a timeline in which he has to get site plan approval to build anything else. Councilor Copeland noted
that attorney Murphy’s letter stated that once the buildings were removed things changed in terms of prior use. Is
that the timing you are talking about? Mr. Sutherland stated yes that is the timeline. He has 1 year to comply with
getting his approvals through the Planning Board in order to view the project as still non-conforming or grandfathered
in. Councilor Copeland asked so how do we get basements involved in this? There is the discussion about the
lighting on the outside and the closeness to the. Mr. Sutherland noted those are all concerns the Planning Board needs
to address, not the city council. Councilor Copeland said well you are addressing it, so I’m addressing you on it.
Mr. Sutherland stated that he can’t answer those questions. Those are questions for the Planning Board. Councilor
Copeland asked what about the fact the residents have brought the issues up to the Planning Board, doesn’t that have
any weight? Mr. Sutherland stated that the Planning Board has to make those decisions, not myself or the council. I
was trying to address the complaints about the staff because that is my purview. Councilor Copeland stated that
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Emily was doing a great job. Mr. Sutherland stated and so has Dick Lambert. They both have followed every
ordinance they are responsible for. Councilor Copeland questioned that debris clean up one.
VI.

COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND COMMENT
➢ Councilor Copeland – I would like to applaud the City Clerk and her team of many who pulled off a terrific
election.

VII.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Lovell stated he didn’t believe they were going in under (A) I believe it is (D). Particularly, examination of a
contract. So, if I could have a motion referencing (D), subsection 6 (D) Contract Negotiation.
Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Gay seconded “Be it Ordered that the City Council enter into executive
session, pursuant to [M.R.S.A. Title 1, Chapter 13, Subchapter 1, §405 (6)]: (D) Contract Negotiation. The motion
passed with seven (7) yeas. Time: 6:43 p.m.
VIII.

REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Lovell, Councilors: Archer, Gay, Doyle, Copeland, Minthorn, Smart, and Johnston and the City Administrator
were all present.
Councilor Smart moved, Councilor Johnston seconded pursuant to [M.R.S.A. Title 1, Chapter 13, Subchapter 1, §405
(6)]: (D) to come out of Executive Session. The motion passed with seven (7) yeas. Time: 7:10 p.m.
Councilor Johnston moved, Councilor Smart seconded to approve the drafted contract offer and authorize the Mayor
to offer it to the candidate for City Administrator. The motion passed with four (4) yeas and three (3) nays –
Councilors Doyle, Copeland, and Minthorn.
IX.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Smart seconded to adjourn the meeting, The motion passed with seven (7)
yeas. Time: 7:11 p.m.

Attest:_________________________________
Michele L. Hughes, City Clerk
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