
 

1 

November 2015 

Volume 3 Issue 2 

Central Fire Station 

271 North Street 

Phone: 207-282-3244 

Fax: 207-282-8203 

Web: www.sacomaine.org 

Fire Chief 

Chief John L. Duross 

jduross@sacomaine.org 

 

Deputy Fire Chiefs 

Deputy Chief Robert A. Martin 

rmartin@sacomaine.org 

Deputy Chief David O Pendleton 

david.pendleton@sacomaine.org 

 

Call Division Chief 

Raynald Legendre 

rlegendre@sacomaine.org 

 

Public Education Coordinator 

Karl Finley 

kfinley@sacomaine.org 

 

EMS Coordinator 

Brad Chicoine 

bchicoine@sacomaine.org 

 

Fire Training Coordinator 

Lieutenant David Hamel 

dhamel@sacomaine.org 

FROM THE CHIEF éé. 

September and October are the months where we focus a lot of our en-
ergy into Fire Prevention and Public Education activities as well as 
providing quality Fire/EMS training for our members. Through the 
hard work of all of our members we were able to: conduct fire safety 
classes for all K-3 students at both Young and Fairfield Schools, jointly 
with the Biddeford Fire Department, train our EMS providers in Ad-
vanced Cardiac Life Support, complete our 2nd Citizen Fire Academy, 
participate in Fire Officer Training on the Principles of Modern Fire 
Attack, deliver several CPR courses to businesses and citizens, con-
duct live-fire coordinated fire attack with our Call Division Firefighters 
and conduct several public tours of Central Fire Station.  All of this 
was done in a period of time where we also answered 604 emergency 
calls.  These considerable accomplishments are the result of the dedi-
cation and commitment of our Fire/EMS providers.  The men and 
women of the Saco Fire Department are top-notch professionals.  

This is not to say that these are the only months, in fact, that the Saco 
Fire Department endeavors to constantly evolve and adapt to meet the 
critical needs of our community. Our Emergency Medical Services 
continues to provide the highest level of treatment and care while our 
fire services strive to reach our goal of removing unwanted fire and 
other harmful events that pose a hazard to life safety and economic 
prosperity. We remain motivated to save lives and minimize injuries to 
building occupants and community members due to fire, to improve 
firefighter occupational health and safety, to enhance the operational 
efficiency and effectiveness of fire protection, to diminish property 
loss from fire, and to lessen business interruption and loss of business 
continuity due to fire.  We continue to strive to be a Fire/EMS service 
that our community can be proud of.  

On behalf of myself and our Department, I would like to take this op-

portunity to wish you all a safe and healthy holiday season. 

 

My Best regards, 

 John L. Duross, Fire Chief 

Saco Fire Department-Saco, Maine 

http://sacomaine.org/
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Test your Fire and Safety Knowledge about ñññññññFire and Smoke Alarms   

1) True or False:  Alarms should be installed in each room occupied for sleeping 

True.   

2) True or False:  Interconnected smoke alarms are best because if one sounds, all the alarms sound.  

 True. 

3) True or False:  Alarms should be tested once every ninety days. 

False.  The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommends that alarms be tested at least once a month.   

4)    True or False:  Alarms should be replaced when you hear the warning chirps. 

False:  The chirps generally mean that the battery needs replacing.  The NFPA recommends replacing an alarm every 10 years.  

5) True or False:  If the alarm sounds, determine the location of the fire, gather your necessary belongings and then exit the home. 

False:  The NFPA states it best to go outside as quickly as possible and remain outside until assistance arrives. 

6) True or False:  Half of home fire fatalities occur between the hours of 9:00 PM and 2:00 PM. 

False:  According to the NFPA, the deadliest time for fire losses occur between 11:00 PM and 7:00 AM 

7)    True or False:  In almost half of reported home fires in which the alarms failed to sound, the cause was improper alarm installation. 

False:  According to the NFPA, the batteries were either missing or needed to be replaced. 

8) True or False:  You may only have three to five minutes of safety to get out of your home after an alarm sounds.  

False:  The NFPA states that you may have only one to two minutes to safely leave. 

9)    True or False:  The National Fire Protection Association has been the official sponsor of  Fire Prevention week since 1986.  

False:  The NFPA has been sponsoring Fire Prevention Week since 1922. 

10) True or False:  If your smoke alarm makes a chirping sound, you should replace the alarm. 

False:  The alarm probably is functioning as it should.  Replace the battery. 

 

  

 

Saco Fire Department-Saco, Maine 

{ŀȅΦΦΦŎŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

ǎǇŜƭƭ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŘŜπ

ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΚ   

The answer is elsewhere in our newsletter 

X A T CE AT E 

Incident Responses by your 

Fire Department 
 

 

During September and October, 

Department personnel responded to 

the many needs of our citizens, 

businesses and surrounding com-

munities. September Incident re-

sponses were 333 as compared to 

265 last year. In October, respons-

es numbered 271; last year the total 

was 281.  Of the 604 total calls for 

September and October, 459, or 

75.9%, were medical emergencies.  

Last year in the same period,  there 

were 442 medical emergency calls, 

or 81.1% of the total for that period.   

 

  óItôs the Season for Givingé.. 
At this time of year, many of our less fortunate families and friends are grateful for the efforts to assist 

them during the Christmas holiday season.  Our own Firefighter Sarai Briggs is the organizer of our Sal-

vation Army Giving Tree.  The Giving Tree is located in the public lobby of our Central Fire Station as is 

our Adopt-A-Family- for-Christmas charity.  Sarai has long been active in giving back to the community.  

The Salvation Army  prepares tags which are placed on the Giving Tree.  Each tag requests a gift for the 

needy.  Our Firefighters and other City employees take a tag off the Tree and purchase and donate the 

gifts which are then distributed by the Salvation Army.  For anyone interested in supporting this charita-

ble effort at the Holidays, please contact Sarai at the Department.  The Adopt-A-Family donation of gifts 

to a deserving family chosen by the Salvation Army was made by the Saco Firefighters.                                     Sarai Briggs         

R 

Prevent  falling at  home:   
Organize your clutter - remove it from floor & stairs 
Tack down loose carpets and throw rugs 
Install Grab Bars and Handrails in baths & on stairs 

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Emergency_Services_g211-Emergency_Fire_Buckets_p157657.html
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Saco Fire Chief John Duross and Fire and 
EMS Department members attended the 9/11 
Remembrance Concert which honors Fire, 
EMS, Police, and those who serve in our  
military.  The concert was given by the 
Biddeford -Saco Alumni Band along with the 
Maine Pops Concert Band.  The Alumni Band 

concert event was held Saturday, September 12th in the First 

Parish Congregational Church on Beach Street.  

The musical concert was a Class A Dress Uniform for all 

department personnel and our on duty members attended in 

their Class B Station Uniforms.  Family members were 

encouraged and were welcomed to sit with  our uniformed 

personnel. 

The free concert is hallmarked by charitable good will food 
donations to benefit the Saco Food Pantry.  

Saco Fire Department-Saco, Maine 

Hear the Beep Where You Sleep 

Location matters when it comes to your smoke alarm.  That was 
the message behind this yearõs Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
Hear the Beep Where You Sleep.  Every Bedroom Needs a 
Working Smoke Alarm.  During National Fire Prevention Week, 

the Department visited 7 dif-
ferent daycares with 208 kids 
learning about smoke alarms, 
staying low to go under any 
smoke, and their favoriteñ
stop drop and roll.   

Some of the daycares presented our 
firefighters with thank you posters 
they had constructed.  

 

Students at Young and Fairfield Schools learned from our Fire-
fighters the importance of having working smoke detectors in the 
home on every floor, in the halls and in every bedroom.   Using 
the department's smoke trailer, we were able to teach over 600 
kids how to exit a building if a smoke alarm is sounding, how to 
stay low under smoke and to go outside to a safe meeting place.  

 

Pictured  are  some of the 
youngsters from the Fair-
field School along with, 
from left to right,  Depu-
ties Paul Labrecque & 
Kevin Duross of the Bid-
deford Fire Department, 
Saco Fire Chief John Du-
r o s s ,  F i r e f i g h t e r /
Paramedic Frank Lee and 
Captain Marc Paquette of 
the Saco Fire Department. 

Public Education Programs  
Courtesy of Karl Finley 

Public Education Coordinator 

Retired Call Division Captain 

Foster C. Leavitt, Jr passed away in 

October.  Captain Leavitt was a 25 year 

member of our Call Division.   

)Î -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÍ 
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The Saco Fire Department publish-

es its online newsletter bimonthly.  

To  receive an email notifying you 

when it is published, please visit our 

newsletter page and complete the 

email sign up  information.   

Just click below to sign up: 

For the latest on whatôs happening 

at Saco City Hall, see the newest 

edition of the City Hall newsletter by 

clicking below: 

Saco Fire Department-Saco, Maine 

  THE PEPPERELL POST 

 Fire Department Newsletters 

Our latest Annual Report with 

detailed information on Depart-

ment activities, responses, equip-

ment, facilities, personnel and 

operations is available on our 

website.  To view or download  

the Annual Report, click: 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

We encourage you to be watchful of our elderly and infirmed neighbors.  Should you 

believe an elderly or infirmed neighbor needs medical or emergency assistance, donõt 

hesitate to contact our department for information and help. 

EMS Week Personal Thank You 

News from our Crews 

Captain William Madore was honored by the City of Saco for his 25 years of dedicated service to the 
Department and to Saco.    Bill became a full-time member  of the Department in 1980 bringing with him his prior 
experiences as a firefighter in Arundel and EMS private services.  Bill was promoted to D-Shift Captain in 2001 and 
serves as Commander of D-Shift Fire/EMS services, responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Fire/EMS ser-
vices.  Bill and members of D-Shift were recently honored by the Biddeford Fire Department, receiving a Company Ci-
tation for their heroic actions resulting in lives saved during a recent fire.   

                                                                                Pictured at right are Mayor Don Pilon, Chief John Duross and Captain Bill Madore 

 

Members of our Sa-
co Fire Department 
were recently called 
upon in a hazardous 
materials spill at a 
Saco residence.  The full hazmat suited individual rep-
resented the State DEP.   

Page 2 word solution:  EXTRICATE 

Focus on Department Staffing   
Chief John Duross recently announced the appointment of Allyssa Caron as our newest member of the Saco Fire De-

partment - Call Division.  Allyssa joins us with previous experience with the Cape Elizabeth Fire Department and is a 

Certified Firefighter 1 & 2 and EMT-B.   The Department and staff extends its welcome to Allyssa. 

From all of us in your Saco Fire Department, we wish you and 

your family  

A Very Merry Christmas  and Joyous 

Holiday Season                                                       

And  

 

A Happy, 

Peaceful 

and 

Healthy New Year in 2016 

Thank you to the Energizer Battery Company for its donation of  some 400 bat-
teries for use in smoke alarms.   The Department handed out many of the batteries 
for the smoke alarms to trick -or -treaters at Halloween along with  sweet treats.  

http://www.sacomaine.org/news/newsletter.shtml
http://www.sacomaine.org/departments/fire/newsletter.shtml
http://www.sacomaine.org/departments/fire/annualreport.shtml
http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=27&opciondownload=9&id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mcmVldmVjdG9ycy5uZXQvZGV0YWlscy9GcmVlK0NocmlzdG1hcytUcmVlK0Fic3RyYWN0K1ZlY3Rvcg==&fileid=443283

