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Il ntroducti on

On behalf of the members of the Saco Fire Department, I ar
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014: July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.
The following is a summary of activities of the Saco Hire
The Depart ment responded to 3,279 calls for service djurin
67 in total calls volume over FY 2013.

There were 2621 calls requesting Emergency Medical Servic
ed; 79.9% of our total call vol ume. Additionally, oun am
i ncidents, for a total of 2714 ambulance runs in FY 2014.
our primary hospital of destination accounting for 1737 t
originate in Saco; the other 8% are calls for which we pr c
During FY 2014, our Department responded to 9 building fi
nities at 16 building fires as a part of our automat|) c n
fighting and EMS responses, the public relies on the flire
wi de range of call types. These significant calls ipnclu
|l and waters emergenci es,; 46 brush, grass, woods and dqut si
ing appliances including chimney fires; 31 incidents |as ¢
19 incidents directly related to cooking fires and 22 in
spill s.

Il n May, 2014, we battled a 1.59 mile fire |Iine along |t he
into Ol d Orchard Beach. Si multaneousl y, a 15 acre wopdl a
Fire and smoke threatened homes and personal property |al o
in adjacent communities along the rail tracks, additiagnal
efforts of our fellow departments. With help from out|jl yi
from property owners, <citizens, and their neighbors, we W
i njuries were reported. The Saco Fire Department is Vvery
cessful firefighting efforts.

Beyond answering emergency calls, we prepare ourselvesg fo
hensive training program that meets or exceeds national
service. Countless hours are also spent in Fire Prevepntio
Public Fire Safety Education activities.

The Saco Fire Department, through its highly trained |and
hi ghest quality fire protection and emergency medi c al s
through quality fire preventi on, suppression, and emefgen
regard for the safety of its ciWezanse,verigi gpnasehod £aqpl b
port from our community, city administration, other ci|ty
support, meeting our mission would not be possi bl e.

Respectfully submitted,

John | Duross

John L. Dur os s
Fire Chief, City of
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Fire Department History

Much of this history has been excerpted an tjed

ment produced and compiled by former Saco F hi ef
owed our thanks and appreciation for his d njc e

unsel fish service to the City and citizens "o+ oa(goO.

I n 1675, sever al English sailors set out to test t h
birth. The sailors sought out and upset a canoe]| in
the I ndian Chief Squando. The mother rescued the <ch
The Chief sought vengeance for this outrageous alct

Il ndi an braves to join with him in attacking the Saco
saw and corn mills and to an adjacent home. Then, t
ground all ofs thoeneset Nl &aco.

Theaco Soci al Fwea s fSown ccd dy n 1792 and is the f|lrst

i
about which we have a record. Each of its thirtly mi
initialed | eather buckets for porting water and |[woul
ceived a special watchword.
I n 1818, fire wardens were appointed to supervise fi
was equipped with their badge of office: a fivel fo
head on one end. The fire wardens made decision$ r e

during a home fire and appointed guards who would pr

I n 1820, Maine entered thehiUndost aset heAbwenhtyhi § ti
began the first steps in organizing a volunteer [ ire
both Saco and Biddeford andattoolkndhd8i damé ood NMbéjunt ¢
ny Al'l of i1its members were commanded to turn ou f C
Biddeford. Each member was required to own two |l ea:
cloth bag for carrying out household possessions |fro
take apart the beds in a home so that the beds coul
Additionally, the two towns agreed to provide finfne h
used for fire fighting. When a fire occurred, the a
ea church bells would begin to toll. Hearing thle al
i ng, members of the fire society turned out with| the
The members would form a I|ine, shoul der to shoul|der
avail abl e. The buckets were then filled with water
filled bucket along the | ine from one man to the ne
often be atop a | adder nearest to the fire. Thig fi
onto the fire and hand the empty bucket back to |the
empty bucket to the next man unt il refilled withH wa
fighting formation belwaokeetk nborwny s &f itrhee i n t hat erja u
aster in that mo s t properties burned to the groulnd
were very often destroyed in the mayhem of attemptin
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Fire Department History

I n February of 1830, a fire totally destroyed the Sa
had been constructle8dddid6n The darnllydi ng measured 210 f e

seven stories high. Occurring on a Sunday afterndon,
joined with hundreds of other people who had arrj|ved
me n , joined the fire brigade that Sunday to try|to
brick tenements; but to no avail. The $230, 000 ¢nte

I n 1834, a group of townspe®Gplce dMadciuded Fti dbfediCinbtbh d &

foll owing preamble in its awWitshiepg DO DpDegdei zauiloml
each other and to each of our neighbors in the hljour
associated under the name of the Saco Mutual Fireg CI
order is indispensably necessary, we agree to® be |gov
Two years | ater, in 1836, anotheBagooapdoBiddeéfagdsyV
por atfioorn the extinguishments of fires. The group| bui

fire fighting equipment.

Shortly thereafter, the town fathers consi dered |con:
appoint ment of a Chi ef Engineer . I n 1848, t he tlown
gine, knowhiNiaasgatfheer $1400 and the number of fire [fig
1849, there were now three reservoirs in Saco.

I n 1852, the first compensated fire department quart
I n August of 1864, a new fire fighting steamMSamygi ne

The purchase cost was $3, 250.

I n 1867, Saco was incorporated as a city and the|off
Chief was appointed as were two assistants.

I n 1876, the Saco and Biddeford Fire Departments |for
sociation by agreeing to assi st dsaeccho nodt leellr& rusp ofno rtjnmael
operative association between the departments contir

requesting mutual aid has been modernized with techn
During the popul at ilo8Bn89gr awtsty safemt nd public fire hydr
various areas of the CBO89OHopulblaico. watler tlhienes werle b
fire alarm system with 13 street boxes was instal|l ed
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Fire Department History

Enter the twentieth century and growth continued}|

fire station. I n 1908, schools held their first org
conducted its First Aid Training School under t hle a
the year round popul ation of Saco was 10, 324. I n
owned by the City of Saco became City property when
as a gift to the City. In 1957, the Fire Depart ment

By 1980, the population of Saco had increased to| 12
tion of tilh%e0PDebar lbyy 1990, t he population had incrdase
2000, the popul ation of Saco had grown to 16,822 an
popul ation of the City to be over 18,400 peopl e.

By 1910, the City had a Camp Ellis Fire Station |in
considerable housing and commerci al devel opment . I
formally constructed. I n 1993, the current Ca mg El
emergency vehicle bays and the original Camp EI I i|ls s
I n 1975, the present North Saco Station was constiruc
rounding neighborhood and its residents following di
gion of Saco. The original station served the ar|fea
I n 1938, funds from the WPA (the Works Progress | Adn
ency to assist in the recovery from the Great De
struction of a new fire station on Thornton Avenfue.
City and the Fire Department until 2011.

I n 2011, to meet the expanding needs of the City| of
fire station | ocated on Thornton Avenue was replaced
Station on North Street.

bb
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Fire Department Staffing

The Saco Fire Department is a combinati on me r
day, 7 days per week, each week of the yea gr vi
Saco and neighboring communities, the Depar emp
40 <«ml | Firefighterss;cabl FimeenbRolsi, ceonen admini strat.i
t hr e ec alnl civilian staff. The Department maintains
truck, 1 pumper/tanker fire truck, 1 brush truck|, 3
crafts, 1 All Terrain fire & rescue unit, and 4 publ
The <career di vision is comprised of highly traimned
censed by Maine Emergency Medical Services to pTrovi
transporting ambul ance. St af f positions consi st of

working a Monday through Fridayaworkimei ot adsngellblhe
Onduty staffing is accomplished through 4 eight memb

basi s. Leader ssldiup yoshedthienprovided by a captain a
ing crew members are highly proficient firefightlers
our personnel are |icensed at the Paramedic Levegl,
Basic Emergency Medica®d) Techhnteamsedi(&Md AkhvetaE®ar
are trained and qualified as Interior Structur al Fir

in Hazardous Materials Response.

The call di vision of the SacsetbBhden®epartmemnn i sladi
t hat serves the City with pride and dedication, 9gtaf
Camp Ellis Fire Stations as well as providing ad@dit.
As <<l | members, they are required to attend mont hly
|l ated incidenit'sal athmtasasiegriments or greater as detern
mander . This group also has | imited responsibilfiti
areas of North Saco and Camp EI | isst.atiToimes gmalpriosv|jtde
or to the arrival of the ambulance out of Central Fi
Fire/ Police division is to provide a high | evel D f S
and pedestrian traffic at emergency scenes. Mg mb e

scenes training meeting Maine Department of Labor|f st

Our <civilian member st icmensAdmi noifsta aftulvle Assi st ant|, a
serves as our Medi c al Di rector , our Fire Departmgnt
Editor. The responsibilities of the Administratl|ive
include preparing department payr ol |l document at ijon
serving as the department receptioni st. Our Med|i ca
guidance on training, EMS protocol compliance and Qu
The focus of the Department Chaplain is centered]|aro
part ment, our membership and to those we serve. Qur
in the production of our Department publications.
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Saco Fire Department Organi zati or
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Chief Chief
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GACO)
'“
Chief LJ

Captain Captain Captain Captain
Central North Saco Camp Ellis Training

Lieutenant f Lieutenant Lieutenant f Lieutenant f Lieutenant
Ladder 1 Engine 7 Engine 3 Engine 8 Engine 4

h

f N
Fire/Police

Dvision Leader
\ .

4 N
Fire/Police Fire/Police Fire/Police Fire/Police Fire/Police

Team Member Team Member Team Member Team Member Team Member
\ V.
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30,

Roster of Department Staff as of

klgfnfa Elia:nzt Rank and Title AI\DSiSviiqsnilimzwi tSiearI
- * F % Kok ok Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk K K K K K K K K K K K X K Xx % % % oo
Ar mstr ohghn FireFighter Cal | Di vi 2003
Beaul i eAr mand FireFighter/ EMT Career 19914
Beaul i edlerry Li eutenant/ Paramedic Career 1999
Bi netteNancy Admi ni strative Assist@ateer 1986
Boi ssonbet ¢k Junior FireFightercCall Di vi 200b8
Bouchardhomas Fire/ Police Member Call Divi20b8
BoucherBri an Captain Call Divi $988&
Boucouva@l easen Lieutenant Call Divits99n
Briggs Sar ai FireFighter/ Paramedi cCareer 2009
Br ock Stephen FireFighter/ Paramedi cCar eer 2002
CarrollJoseph Li eutenant/ Paramedic Career 2001
Cassama$ShBamas FireFighter Cal | Di vi $9 08
CassamasSglaer FireFighter Cal | Di vi200n
ChapmanNat hani el FireFighter/ EMT Cal | Di vi 830bdh
ChicoinBr ad FireFighter/ Paramedi c/ EMSC&o®e di nat0dr
Coni ari Bean FireFighter Cal | Di vi $9 08
Cooper Joseph Captain Cal | Di vi $998
Cot e John Lieutenant Cal | Di vi $996
Crowl eyKevin FireFighter Cal | Di vi 830bh
Crowl eyMi chael FireFighter Cal | Di vi 230bdh
Cyr Matthew FireFighter/ ParamedCall Di vi 230b60
Demers Joseph Juni or FireFightecall Divi20b2
Dugas Patrick FireFighter/ Paramedi cCar eer 2012
Duross John Fire Chief Career 1977
Dur oss Mat hi ew Captain/ Paramedic Call Di vi $99n
Ferrant&oseph FireFighter Cal | Di vi 20bd2
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Roster of
Last First
Name Name
o ok

IFi ey Karl
Gagne Kyl e

Ga nerJason
Ha I Davi d
Ha on Wayne

J a uesKevin

J @ me Benj ami
J o an Erik

Kell ey Mar k
Kerner Stephen
Lane Eric
Langer mBmni an
Langevi hhomas
Le Frank
Le ndrRaynal d
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Lo Kat hl
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Ma re Adam
Ma el Michel
Ma i n Rober
Ma i n Marc

Ma i n Mary

Mc chnKeai t |
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Fire Department Public Safety Facilitigegs
The Saco Fire Department operates and functijons
The Centr al Fir Y
cated at 271 N :
was construct ed
Staffed 24 hour
-duty member s, d
tion is also th
admini strative
Depart ment and
quented by the : =
are in need of CERTRAL B L
emergency servi
provide such a
burning permits
advice on a par
uct or install a
The Camp EIlis Fire Station is | ocated at 11 Ba) Vi
original home that was constantly i mpacted by codst a
from the Feder al Jobs Bond. The Camp EIlis Voljunt
serving the fishing industry, recreational and cjomm
many residents.
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