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STATE OF MAINE  

COUNTY OF YORK                                               CITY OF SACO 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER ï On Monday, March 6, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. a Council Meeting was held in the City 

Hall Auditorium. 
 

II.      RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS PRESENT ïMayor Roland Michaud recognized the members of the 

Council and determined that the Councilors present constituted a quorum. Councilors present:  David Precourt, 

Roger Gay, William Doyle, Kevin Roche, Alan Minthorn, Eric Cote and Nathan Johnston. City Administrator 

Kevin Sutherland was also present this evening.   
 

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

IV.  GENERAL  

ü John Andrews ï Mayor Michaud remembered Mr. Andrews who had a huge impact on Saco.  Her was a 

persistent and persuasive person who dedicated many years to make the Eastern Trail a reality.  The bridge 

over Route one is named in his honor.    

ü Sacoôs Oldest Cane Presentation ï Mayor Michaud and Councilor Precourt presented a cane this past 

Saturday to the oldest individual in our community.  This is a New England tradition that started in the 

early 20
th
 century and we have done this a few times in the past.  Ernie Merritt a resident of Saco makes the 

canes for the city.  The cane was presented to Angeline Beland who lives on the Boom Road and she will 

be 102 on March 22
nd

.    

ü Letter of Appreciation ï The city received a letter of appreciation from the Town of Hollis from its 

Selectman.  On February 23
rd
 the Hollis Fire and Rescue responded to a structure fire on Old Alfred Road 

in Hollis.  This fire involved a barn as well as a residential dwelling.  The City of Saco responded in a 

timely and professional manner which resulted in savings the residence and from being consumed by fire 

and there were no injuries.  The professional response eliminated a potential catastrophic event and the loss 

of lives.  The Town of Hollis greatly appreciates the efforts of your Fire Department and officers and we 

commend them for their professional call to duty.   

ü School Dept. ï Mayor Michaud noted that at the last meeting there was a friendly amendment made about 

having the school and city departments work closer particularly in back office operations. Iôve talked to the 

Chairman of the School Board, Superintendent, City Manager and Iôve asked for a couple of volunteers 

from the Council (Councilor Precourt & Roche) to work on a committee and Iôll be meeting with the school 

board.  Iôd like the ad hoc committee to work with the leadership on both sides of the isle to determine what 

areas of commonality exist and how can these areas be integrated to improve overall efficiencies and 

realize cost savings and the likely timeframe for implementation.  Certainly we should have a goal of no 

later than July 1, 2018.   
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT  

ü Barbara Colman, 45B Stockman Ave. ï I see tonight again on the consent agenda are the January 9, 2017 

minutes which you kindly pulled at the last meeting.  We asked for a legal opinion in writing and have yet 

to receive it.  I have contacted the Sec. of State and they are supposed to be sending the city a response as 

to why those minutes cannot be included, along with some additional details on a FOAA request that I had 

put in.  Iôm being asked to pay a substantial amount of money because the documents are not readily 

available.  These should be in paper format or at least online for me to be able to access.  Tonight Iôm going 

to ask you once again, Council please remove from the Consent Agenda the January 9
th
 minutes unless the 

City Solicitor can explain why in Workshop you can legally take a vote without an official roll call and 

officially if you accept those minutes you have set a precedence that we will expect Council Workshop 

minutes from the Council forward.   
 

VI.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Doyle seconded to approve consent agenda items #A and B as follows:  

 A.   MINUTES  - Be it ordered that the City Council approve the minutes for January 9, 2017 and February 

 6, 2017.  Further move to approve the order; 
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 B.  CONSERVATION COMMISSION APPOINTMENT  - Be it Ordered that the City Council confirm 

 the Mayorôs appointment of Dwayne Singletary to the Conservation Commission for a three-year term 

 ending  on March 6, 2020.  Further move to approve the  Order.  
 

The motion passed with seven (7) yeas. 
 

VII.  AGENDA 

 A. AMENDMENTS TO CITY CODE CHAPTER 34 PERSON NEL ORDINANCE ï (PUBLIC 

  HEARING)  
 

Policies relating to personnel are listed in Saco City Code, Chapter 34: Personnel. In order to amend or change an 

ordinance, the process requires the standard three meeting process adopted as part of the Saco Charter (Section 

2.09).  This includes publication in a newspaper before the public hearing. 
 

City staff is currently reviewing the personnel ordinance as well as several other city policies. By changing the code 

to reference a personnel policy, it will be easier and more effective to bring necessary change to Councilôs 

attention. It is our recommendation that Saco City Code, Chapter 34: Personnel be amended to read, ñThe City of 

Saco will have a personnel policy, on file with the City officesò and upon adoption, have Council approve the 

Personnel Policy as a separate document.  This would enable our Human Resources Department to more efficiently 

modify the personnel practices for city staff with a one meeting approval from Council.   
 

Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Doyle seconded to open the Public Hearing.  The motion passed with seven 

(7) yeas. 
 

There were no comments from the public. 
 

Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Doyle seconded to close the Public Hearing and further move to set the 

Second and Final Reading of the document titled óAmendments to Chapter 34 Personnel Ordinance dated February 

21, 2017ô for March 20, 2017.   The motion passed with seven (7) yeas. 

 

Amendment to Chapter 34 Personnel Ordinance 

February 21, 2017 

 

 

ñThe City of Saco will have a personnel policy, on file with the City officesò 
 

 

 B. ADDITION OF CHAPTER 171, SINGLE USE BAGS ï (FIRST READING)  
 

Single-use plastic bags have an adverse effect on the environment. Because the City is a coastal community with a 

river as a natural border, both aquatic and wild life are affected by the environmentally hazardous plastic bags. 

Research has shown that production and disposal of petroleum based products can injure or poison animals, disrupt 

habitats, and leach into ground water. Additionally, chemical by products can cause harm to humans, pets, and 

livestock. 
 

The current proposal is to add ñChapter 171 ï Single-Use Plastic Bagsò to the City of Sacoôs general code, which 

would not allow a business to provide a single use plastic bag. The Cityôs goal is to discourage single-use bags and 

to encourage the use of reusable bags. We recommend the implementation of a monetary fine system for violations 

of Chapter 171, should the proposal be approved and go into effect. 
 

The Council reviewed this item at the February 21
st
, 2017 workshop.  

 

Councilor Minthorn moved, Councilor Johnston seconded ñThe Saco City Council does hereby ordains and 

approves the First Reading of the document titled, óCity of Saco Code Amendment: Chapter 171 - Single-Use 

Plastic Bagsô, and further move to set the Public Hearing for March 20, 2017ò.  The motion passed with seven (7) 

yeas. 
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 C. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 186, STREET OPENING ORDINANCE ï (FIRST  

  READING)  
 

Sections of Chapter 186 (Article I) of the City Code pertaining to excavation activities within City right-of-ways 

are being updated to provide a clear process for property owners and contractors needing to perform work in public 

places.  These changes aim to clarify current practices, and modify other approaches to be more in line with 

excavation requirements in neighboring communities.  Highlights of the changes include: creating separate permits 

for driveway paving versus excavation activities; establishing an annual approved contractor list based on proper 

insurance, ability, and deposits; overseeing final pavement restoration to improve ride quality and reduce future 
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maintenance; tying work results to the contractor performing the work instead of the property owner requesting the 

work.   
 

Councilor Doyle moved, Councilor Minthorn seconded ñThe City of Saco hereby Ordains and approves the First 

Reading of the document titled, óAmendments to Chapter 186:  STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, dated March 1, 

2017ô, and further moves to schedule the Public Hearing for March 20, 2017.ò   The motion passed with seven (7) 

yeas. 
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